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Maroh 1, 1955

Betueen$ xr. So w. ?. H=M@% llUF.aCIQ~~VO of the Wtbh ~s&
of Food$ ●ttaohed to British Bmbuay~ Uashin@onO D, C. ‘

John L. Iimey, Deputy Coud86bner of Food and Ihug8 ‘
Jamss R. Cribbett, ftvhion of ?leld Operations

Xr. Han8en calbd to obtain Momation on our experhnti with
tuna from Japan. Tha hqpiry ua# at the request of hia Wvernmd.
Since the request ua.aclassified SECRU IV the Bfitiah (30ve#m@tiD tit
precise nature of it will not be disms-d in this memrandua. ~or
to W. Eanssnls tiitj w had decided that we wmld dimuaa only publio
or unclassified hfomati.on. ikwevart since public Momation on this
prObkZ i- h-k’ ce~~J ‘t ‘s ‘ti- ‘m “ ‘w-n Co’dd ‘d
obtain a true picture of the situation unlasa w discussed unpublished,
but unclaes~iedj ir.fomation in our posueasiou.

Mr. lknsem made it clear tt~at tha Brltiah Cbvexmaent desires
to *VOid making any official pronouncement Nhioh is at varianoe uith
pronouncemmts or policy of the Govemaent of the United 8tat6s. E.
also mw.tioned that the onlJvtuna bported fmm Japan into tho
British 19188 is canned.

We furnim!hedMr. Hazzsenthe fo~tig information;

We deecrlbed how we monitored each frmen tuna Impor%ed
from Japan uith POrt8ble gei.gercounters fma the midti
Of HmhS U?Jh .~tu =~er~ aonths la$~” We a199
checked canned tzaa during that period. The Japanes9 I@
also set up a mmitoring systm whereby any Ma **
an aotivity greater than background was dsstmyod.

1
3

. Aft3r 8everal mo~t:.a of ess=tidly negative findh:~8, *

*
raduced our checking w a portion of the cargo of eaoh
6MP fYWZ Jwan. We subseq~ently rwhiced thee. uhmku b

.
,;

a px%tin of the cargo from every 2nd, 3rd, or Lth
ahipmnt$ and ended our mcmltortig d.mtig tho month of
September.-,
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During our entire vonitorinr pvocedure w“ encountered
onl: 3 *ma u!_LwMg etidexce of rndioactivity8 out Of
nany t!r:aande vltichwe examined. (Mo of theso fish
was examin~d by the lieu York opjratious office of th
PM, on May 23$ 19%. we st,wed .P&. Hansen the re8ult8
of that ●xamlmtim, which diSC~~md the greate8t
activity hi the bone and EIdney, 1ntermediato aoti.vity
in tho akin, &nd rather luu am.ivity in the edible
portion. de ehow~d W. Hanoen fiataIndicating that the
activity in the flesn was ILFpr’ xir~tely do~ble k~~at of
the natural mdioaetl~ity of tamed tuna. l%is nmtural
activity is due tO 5atur* -occwring ratia~otiv~,ci:ar~:v:lp,tof Erm’QY
potassium “.,~;s~~;jan’s(lff!ce..—

We also discussed briefly the effect of canning upon th&fiCHIVEs
ra(iloactivity of s tUXW shc~ir Y some man-made radioactivity,
as c!Laclo&edby a shmlated cq~”l~Lh~ proce5.we conducted by
our Divisions of FhmmacoloF~ :?cIFood. %is showed that
t!ere uae some lcsa of radio~:,).*+7ity of the edible portions
dxing the camninc processc “z stated t:,et.m had n~t
announced an ;I”ficl.altolermc 9 for radioactivity in tuna.
h’e poi.r.tad out, howver, that $.~~F,ai intomally M* some
suggestions to the Japme8e ti.’-ch res lted h their
~tipting the 100 cpa ELzcilat$r t.!s G(X cpui valuea.

b. Fe said that our l.nfomatio~ :!: md t::a% SGm.a tuna

shmi evidenoe of radioac*. iv-~y were a.rxlvhg in Japan ‘
:~srecent~ as last OctQb6r. ‘<ehave no lxformation a8
~0 .“inciia~s SiJ)CO that date.

6. We pointed out that Wh8t.:?r tie raMoaetivity of canned
tuna constitutes dar:garto p’:klic health depends upm
.wYerd factors> including the activity of tke tuna, the
armmt ltiely to be tongued l:?any member of the
p~tionj and SC cb 5M37 ~z XB ctie a~e a-d Lealih of tho
in ZLvichmlm Uhi-ls se WXM no L be conctz~med over the
effect on public lx ilth of m occasional tuna ehoti+?
:jme w-made radioaat ivit;:, ‘WEwould ‘beco. w concerzed
if all tuna shoved an im.rease in radio aotf.vlty aa
measwed by field Lns+.mnents,
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Dlasipa’. Ion cf mbaotive fiK-OUt in OCm Uatezw

La not ● trad:. L spreatiingout of tho activity fzm
tha regioa of h ig!mst concantrati.on to unoont4uain8t#
re:ions, but ‘-ha In all probabili@ tk.eprOo98S remits

h scattered pc’kets and stream of Mghcr radioaotiv.
mater-ids h the Paoiflc. We can speculato that tuna

~ich ncw Bhow =Moaot Lvity f mm 5ngeatad raatorial.s
have been living h, or i.ave p~ssed through, such
pockets; or !,~:ebeen feedtig on plant or anlaal lISO
whiuk k,as been uponed h the~ areaso

Mr. Hansen wanted copies of my official pronouncement on
the mattir by tie Food and DrtigJcbdr.istzmttin.W
furnished a copy of Co=mis*ioner Cravfordt 8 ut8t4auant of
Ikrch 26, Mb ‘A w hbaw=dor b Japm. U. stated

that SinCC tki8 tidte-nt w tmued Tery -~ h tho
tour- of our monitoring ojxmatlona$ we fait that it did
not have much vahe for the Sitwttin now coti~filng
the Britiah Gofarmaent.

Haz.s8n saia t:.at‘tieunPI~biisI@d infoxmathm we furnished
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